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to Singapore in time of war or other calamity ? With whom
did they imagine they were going to fight near Singapore ?
Who could say that when in ten years' time the £9,500,000
had been spent and the base had been finished, the docks
and the capital ships they had at present would not be
entirely out of date ? The Admiralty said that the base was
of the greatest importance to the Overseas Dominions. Had
Australia been consulted ? Did she propose to bear any part
of the expense ? He did not believe any case had been made
out for committing the House to the base and to the enor-
mous expenditure. The taxpayers objected to it. He wanted
action suspended until the matter itself as well as the staffing
of the establishment had been carefully considered by a
strong and competent committee.
A naval officer speaking in support of the proposal was
much more outspoken. Commander Bellairs, a Conservative
Member, said that the Pacific was increasing in commercial
importance, and a base at Singapore was a necessity.
Another reason was the growth of Japan. Who could say
that the peoples of the Far East would not combine in the
future ? Singapore was now much more the centre of the
Empire than Portsmouth.*
Singapore and an Anglo-American war against Japan.
Another curious idea expressed by certain English
writers was that Singapore could be used by the Americans
if they went to war with Japan, and would enable England
and America to co-operate. As Commander Bellairs openly
stated in the House of Commons, Singapore might be
required for the defence of the Philippine Islands.
The Morning Post published a series of articles on 'The
Far Eastern Question', the first of which appeared on June
12, 1923. They attracted considerable attention. Their
anonymous author claimed recently to have studied the
problem on the spot. He said that America might expect
trouble from Japan over the immigration question, but, in
spite of her very considerable interests in the Far East,
the only naval bases she had in that part of the world were
in the Philippine Islands and at Guam, The last named was
hardly worth mentioning, and Japan would probably
* The above reports of speeches have been translated after reference
to Hansard.—Translator.

